
Writing Growth & 
Development in 

Kindergarten



Writing Stages

● Scribble
● Symbolic
● Directional Scribble
● Symbolic/Mock Letters
● Strings of Letters
● Groups of letters
● Labelling Pictures
● Environmental Print
● Letter/Word Representation
● First/Last Letter representation
● Medial letter sounds
● Beginning phrase writing
● Sentence writing



Learning Outcomes

● I can include my first name on messages created.
● I can share factual information.
● I can express ideas and information in a variety of 

creative ways.
● I can attempt to spell unknown words using 

letter-sound relationships.
● I can copy environmental print to become familiar with 

how words are spelled.



The Magical Yet
Intention: "The Magical Yet" book is the perfect 
tool to turn a negative into a positive when 
helping children cope with the inevitable 
difficult learning moments we all face. This 
encouraging and uplifting story reminds us 
that we all have things we haven't learned... yet!  
As learners, we look forward to exploring this 
text further to strengthen our school 
community and writing skills through a growth 
mindset.



Fine Motor
We have focused on pre-printing shapes, 
drawing self-portraits, and printing our 
names using appropriate case letters.  
Students are encouraged to add details and 
colours to their drawings. Students have 
engaged in self-assessment and peer 
feedback loops.



Literacy Through Loose Parts Play

• Collection of open-ended natural or manmade objects for 
children to use.
• No predetermined use or function, allowing children to 
interpret and creatively use.
• Allows manipulation and adaptation to children's interests 
and abilities.
• Promotes various play behaviours, including social, 
dramatic, constructive, and symbolic games.
• Encourages deep cognitive level of thinking, problem-solving, 
and persistence.
• Offers enormous possibilities for children to become critical 
thinkers.

Loose Parts Initials & Pictures
Learners selected a "loose part" to create the first initial of 
their name. We discovered that some initials with straight 
lines are easier to create compared to initials with curvy lines. 
Later in the month, learners created a fall or Halloween picture 
using loose parts and labelled the picture with a first letter 
that we covered in class (A, N, S, T, M, P, F, I) for example, P is 
for pumpkin.



“Magical Yet” Text Connection
Moving forward…
Learners will reflect on a winter activity they are hoping to get better at 
(e.g., skating, building a snowman, etc.).  They will draw and label their 
pictures. This task will have different learner entry points 
(developmental stages of writing) and will include the literacy learning 
intentions.

● I can include my first name on messages created.
● I can share factual information.
● I can express ideas and information in a variety of creative ways.
● I can attempt to spell unknown words using letter-sound 

relationships.
● I can copy environmental print to become familiar with how words 

are spelled.
 



Writing in 
Grade Four



Staff Development

As a staff, we have been using 
this text as a part of our 
professional development. It 
helps to push our practice 
forward, have common language 
and tools within the grades and 
to further support our students.



Writing Outcomes 

In grade four, I can:

● write a variety of text structures 
● create texts for a variety of audiences and purposes
● organize ideas into paragraphs, including topic and 

concluding sentences
● work through the writing process, including 

planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing
● reread written texts to identify what can be added or 

deleted to enhance creative expression



The Magical Yet

How we started:

● things we can do
● things we are working towards doing

★ helped to develop growth mindset in learning



Student Examples - My Magical Yet



Our Focus

● First, students began by grouping ideas together in a logical 
order to create paragraphs.

● Next, they learned how to write topic sentences and 
concluding sentences to their paragraphs.

● We then moved on to procedural texts where students 
utilized sequencing words to help organize their ideas.

★ Moving forward, we will get more into creative writing where 
the students will write multiple connected paragraphs 
where they experiment with sensory details.



The Writing Process

For all writing in grade four, students go 
through the writing process. 

It is:

● brainstorming
● planning
● writing

● editing and revising
● feedback
● publishing

● assessment and reflection



Brainstorming



Planning

Examples of one 
of the planning 
templates from 
our school-wide 
Professional 
Development 
text.



Writing

Paragraph Writing

Procedural Text Writing



Editing, Revising, and Using Feedback

We use:

-checklists
-opportunities for students to edit 
and revise their work
-colour coded checking
-teacher feedback
-seed, sprout, sapling, tree scale
-reflections



Editing, Revising, and Using Feedback



Publishing



Assessment and Reflection



Thank You!

Thank you for having us share student work around writing! 

Do you have any questions?


